
Maintenance Guidelines 

As a resident, you are responsible for routine upkeep of your home. Proper care helps 
keep your home comfortable, prevents costly repairs, and ensures compliance with 
community rules. 

General Responsibilities 

●​ Lamps: changing burned lamps is always tenant’s responsibility.  

●​ Batteries in smoke detectors, thermostats and in other equipment: please 
be sure to replace batteries at first signs of low charge to avoid disruption of 
service and maintain the safety and comfort of your home. 

●​ Dryer: Clean the lint filter after every use. 

●​ Furnace: Each furnace has one or two air filters. These must be cleaned or 
replaced at the start of winter and at least once a month during the season. Be 
sure to vacuum the burner and pilot light areas regularly to keep the furnace 
running efficiently and to avoid unnecessary heating costs. 

●​ Community Rules: If your home is in a covenant-controlled community (HOA or 
Condominium), you must follow all HOA rules and regulations. You can find the 
HOA rules and regulations in your tenant portal and/or provided to you with your 
lease. If you cannot locate this information please contact our office for a copy.  

●​ Alterations: Any additions or changes (fencing, garage door openers, painting, 
wallpapering, or landscaping changes other than planting small annuals) require 
prior written approval from the owner through your property manager. 

 

Seasonal Maintenance 

Spring / Summer 

●​ Water lawns and shrubbery as needed to keep landscaping healthy. Unless your 
lease specifically excludes landscaping responsibility, your requirement is to 
maintain front yard, side and back yard (whatever is present on your property). 
Watering is always your responsibility unless there is an automatic irrigation 
system on the property.  

Fall / Winter 

●​ Turn off and drain all exterior hose faucets. Disconnect hoses to prevent freezing 
damage. 



●​ Locate and know how to use your main water shut-off valve. In case of a freeze 
or broken pipe, shut the water off immediately. If you’re unsure of the location, 
check by the hot water heater or contact your property manager. 

●​ If leaving town during cold weather, arrange for someone to check the property 
regularly. They should keep faucets dripping during freezing temperatures and 
have the property manager’s number in case of emergency. 

Important: Tenants are responsible for any property damage caused by failing to 
properly prepare the home for winter. If you have questions about these procedures, 
please contact your property manager for assistance at 800-785-3742 or 
info@simplyhomerealty.com. 
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